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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Planning of Shared Space in the Single

Household Community Housing.

’

-Focused on the ‘Social Optimum Cultural Space(SOCS)

OH, HYE JIN
Dept. of Architectural Engineering
The Graduate School

Yonsei University

With the increasing number of single household which is a global issue
in the contemporary world and the emergence of single household as a
major type of Korean household in 2015, it is time to consider various
alternatives of housing policy that are suitable for this particular
household in Korea.

The uniform and closed housing arrangement of a studio space, which
was supplied to correspond with a rapid growth of single household, has
caused many social issues such as depression, kodokushi, and increased
suicide rate, etc, that was appeared as single households consume most
of their time alone. In response to these problems of closed housing
arrangement in single household, inhabitants developed a new type of
shared space by transforming parts of private space: the ‘shared

housing’.

However, understanding the concept of the shared housing is still

insufficient, and the research has just begun. Definition of shared
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housing and terminology used are different depending on researchers,
and moreover there is no standard in regulations on requirements of

shared housing.

Thus, this study analyzes the background of the shared housing and
the reasons why it is required through the concept of share, and defines
a notion of community housing. Besides, this study explores the concept
of ‘Social Optimum Cultural Space (SOCS) through examples of
community housing, and it suggests possible planning scheme and area
for SOCS based on ‘Standard of Single Optimum Housing' and ‘Dwelling
Standard of Shared Housing.’

First, the analyzed conclusion of this research can be summarized as
following: based on Standard of Single Optimum Housing (17 m) and
housing standards from other countries such as HMO in England, and
SRO in the United States, the study suggests the standardized optimum

bedroom area for one person to be 9 m.

Second, by analyzing requirements for shared housing in other
countries, units of shared kitchen and bathroom are changed with 5
people basis. However, with studying precedents in Korea, SOCS is
created and calculated based on ‘bathroom for 3-4 people’ which
subdivides the purpose of use. By this application, ‘the optimum shared
area’ for kitchen can be divided into 5 people basis and bathroom into 3

people basis.
Third, creating shared space is to make the most optimized space

within limited floor area ration (FAR) which transforms parts of private

space into shared space. Therefore, when there are four people living in,
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standardized studio space (17*4 m) is transformed into bedroom area in
a community housing (94 m), shared kitchen area (12 m), 1 unit
bathroom (4 m) and shared space area (S m). In such sense, the shared
space is a space containing ‘Social Optimum Cultural Space (SOCS).’
Forth, the study focuses on private space and shared space which are
characteristics of community housing beyond merely producing
SOCS-applied floors plans. Thus, by maximizing private space and
shared space, bedroom-space with averaged area of 9 m per room and
‘shared space’ area of 64 m including SOCS are standardized. The
expansion of private space contains 18 bedrooms with 12 i per room

and the size of shared space increases to 121-153 mi.

Last, numerous social problems caused by a studio with private space
only have been solved through SOCS that is required in community
housing. This particular space becomes a node by promoting interaction
with locals, but at the same time, it behaves as a space to achieve a
communal goal for residents. Therefore, community housing needs such

‘Social Optimum Cultural Space(SOCS)" and to achieve the optimum area.

This study suggests fundamental ‘area standards for shared space
containing SOCS’ in designing community housing, and verifies how the
suggestion can be possibly applied to be used as other types of space.
This research is valuable and meaningful that later it would be an
essential reference, providing applicable information and guidelines in

community housing design.

Community Housing, Single Household, Social Optimum Cultural Space(SOCS),

Standard of Optimum Area in Shared Space, Shared Space, Private Space
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