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ABSTRACT

Cohousing Design for Dual Income Families in Korea

Hahn, Joo Hee

Dep't. of Housing and Interior
Graduate School

Catholic University

The purpose of the research was to reduce the burden of the household management
and difficulty of the rearing of children, which were the two most important obstacles
for a dual-income family. For this, I suggested the cohousing system, an alternative
concept for the conventional housing, where people can socially interact with each other
for a better life. I studied the lifestyle of dual-income family in Korea and how they
understood the cohousing concept and opinions. Based on the research, I came up with
the outline of Korean style cohousing for the family with dual-income couple, which can
fit to Korean culture.

I carried out a survey with the wives from dual-income family who lived in the
metropolitan areas including Seoul. First of all, I contacted 200 wives for the survey to
find out the reality of the double income couple family and interviewed them to make a
detailed plan on the cohousing based on their understanding and demands.

The following are the major results from the research:

Firstly, it was shown that most of the house choirs was done by women even though
they work, too. In case they do not have enough time for household duties, family
members tend to share the workload together the most. Anyhow, it seemed to be very
hard to carry out household duties and raise the children while working at the same
time. They use a nursery school or have a person to take care of their children, and
more than half of them said that nursery system does not open for a long time.

Secondly, the survey for the cohousing is composed of the rearing of children,
sharing space and resident’s participation in planning and managing the system. They
gave high points to all of the concepts and showed high interest in sharing places such
as a co-leisure room, a walk path, benches, sports facility, a shared vegetable field and

studying rooms. Yet, the low point was given to the shared kitchen, dining room and



laundry room, which can be the characteristics of the cohousing system. When asked
about the necessity of the cohousing system, many of them showed very positive
attitudes but with the question of whether they would live there they gave lower points
than that of the necessity.

Thirdly, the following are the opinions and demands about the cohousing: many
people thought that residents should be composed from an advertisement around the
metropolitan areas with the size of 10-29 households and provided as an individually
owned low-storied independent houses. The cohousing facility should be managed
through self-organized and commissioned groups. They wanted to dine together once a
week and to plan indoor sports facility to be the biggest while they were thinking that
the room for visitors should be the smallest. Individual houses have the same demands
as the ordinary houses of dual-income family.

From the mock test to find out the actual demands for the cohousing facility plan,
the importance of places for children were pointed out and multi-functional spaces were
demanded, too.

However, many people who responded to the interview agreed that the cohousing is
an ideal housing for the families of dual-income family whereas they said the money
and time to be spent for the development and work are too much.

Therefore, 1 looked into a way to save time, efforts and cost in developing the
cohousing system and came up with the remodeling as a solution. The facility is divided
into two plans: the first is a plan reflecting the demands of the families of dual-income
and the second one is a combined plan of their demands and overseas cases in addition
to researcher’s ideas.

I suggested the cohousing as an alternative household to lighten the household duties
for dual-income family, especially for women who have to undergo double burdens due
to the conventional value concept, and to increase the living quality of them by
cooperative and collective activities. Given by the fact that many dual-income family
answered that it would be necessary to have the cohousing system, I strongly believe

that the development of cohousing system will be implemented in the near future.
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